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heart, that if you come with us you
will seeplaces that wouldever find if
youidgaml onebd.

- Anyone who has been
1\ on one of our tours
‘ will tell you that the
emphasis is laid fairly and squarely on
having a good time. Although the tours

|l Om quite excited about
as some of you will have noticed, we
d o n 0 t dozemsfoktours; we prefer

to perfect the ones we have, rather than

are thoroughly researched before they go f or quantity. At the
are released, schedules are siictly concentrating on Spain. We know the

adhered to We 6r e on holcbudtd YandspBaR tthe fnguage, so

military manoeuvre. Ast says on the wedre sticking to what
website olf you donT@e everopopuRrmBearladd® FAUr

we wonodotd, andide he gmandih thé Softfolid, busié joined

words; | really do want people to have by two more mouth watering tours.

a great timeand the best way to make

that happen is to create a happy, The Valle del Jerte Tour is based in an

relaxed atmosphere as soon as garea which is surrounded by three

possible; in this, I Hei e ve we 0V gatioRaEpark and is also close to the

successful. Spanish Classic Motorcycle Museum.

| am often asked, OTWEAnbaluka TOW is h nightdourP | e
come on the tours? Gasdiedthe South CEast & Bpaitde

to that i® bikers. Young ones, more includes some really exciting

senior ones (careful), ladies and one or  destinations, not least, the Alhambra

two gentlemen, but whatever their age  palace in Granada and the Wolf Park

or background, theyngaf AnteqetalThisRotrvisnthe Hited® M

the same seam. They all, like me, love r ep| acement to the 6Gr a

to be on the open road with the sun on
their back. We have folk who have

has six nights in one locatioriWe
decided after last year that having a

reently passed their test, through to
mor e experienced
race; these are bike tours, not time
trials. We generally ride to the speed
limit, not beyond.

The tours begin in Santander, but that
doesnodt mean you
Spain on the fey. Many bikers ride
down through France and join us at a
convenient point, whilst others are
taking their first bike journey on
foreign soil, and prefer to meet us at
the ferry terminal. Some of you will be

ri der s.

base was the best way to go.

We donot
Whilst the Heartland Tour remains
hotel based, on the Valle del Jerte Tour
and Andalgia Tour, we stay in
bungalows on campsites that enjoy a
wide range of facilities such as

h @wimeéningtpddl (irf seag@on)e rkstautabts

and bars, although both tours have an
element of hotel accommodation, as

you will see as you read on.

Anyway, enough from meenjoy the
brochure anchopef ul de¢y yowe 6| |
soon.

asking 0 Why not j ust go it alone?6
T h e r e dutely mothisgowrong with Alan

making your own arrangements, but

some people donobt have the time to

research the routehotels, places of
interest etc. etc. | can say, hand on
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This is a ten night tour. On route to
Andalucia, we stay over in the
atmospheric city of Salamanca and
then the ancient Roman city of Merida,
before reaching the southern sbaf
Spain on the third day. Once we reach
Torre del Mar, we stay in bungalows.
A swimming pool is available on the
campsite, as is a restaurant and mini
market. The campsite liedose to the
beachat the very edge of the town and
there are many bars anestaurants
nearby.

This tour will take in thewondrous
Alhambra Palace in Granada, Nerja
Caves, El Chorro Lakes, The surreal
landscape of El Torcal, The Wolf Park
and White Villages of Andalucia. The
roads in this area are superb for biking.
Over the wekend period, you will
notice the increase in bike traffic as the
Spanish come out to play.

The first and second nights are spent in
hotels in Salamanca and Merida
respectively, and the penultimate and
ultimate nlghts are spent in hotels in
the province
of Ciudad
Real and the
city of

Valladolid

- respectively.

As ment|oned earlier, for the othexsi
nights, we stay in bungalows in Torre
del Mar.

The site in Torre del Mar is very close
to numerous restaurants, bars and
shops.
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This tour is the natural successor to the
Grand Tour, but rather than stay at a
different hotel every night, we feel it

is much more comfortable to leave
your luggage behind and return to
familiar surroundings after a great day

K

Advantages of using a base for a tour;
e You donot have
luggage every day.

e |If you need a rest, you can have
a day off to sit byhe pool.

e Familiarity with the Dbest
restaurants, bars etc.

Click hereto see prices for this tour

The summer months in Andalucia are
incredibly hot, hence we have
scheculed our tours to avoid thettest
months. E&rly booking is
recommended to avoid
disappointment.

Prices are for two people sharing.

Please note; admissiofees are not
included in the tour price.
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http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm

Day 1
Santander to Salamanca

We meet near the ferry terminal in
Santander. Of course you don't have to
travel from Plymouth, you may like to
make your own way through France
before joining us. Those of you who
wish to relax on the Pont Aven can see
booking information at
http://www.brittanyferries.co.uk/

From Santander we ake

t he
Pl at ao (The Si |
beautiful city of Salamanca(225

miles), arriving in time to enjoy a meal
in one of the many restaunts around
the world famous Plaza Mayor. Our
hotel is just ten minutes walk (even if
you walk slowly) to the historic centre
of Salamanca.

Salamanca is considered one of the
most spectaculaRenaissanceities in
Europe. Through the centuries the
sandstonebuildings have gained an
exquisite golden glow that has given
Salamanca the nicknamiea Ciudad
Dorada the golden city. This golden
glow is unique in Spain and is due to
the "Villamayor Stone", a type of
sandstone coming from a quarry
situated in Villamagr, a village close

by.

VerUI’ld OH 0

The city is large enough (180.000
inhabitants) to be able to offer the
advantages of a real city, but at the
same time it keeps the intimacy of a
village. In Salamanca, the inhabitants
speak the "purest" Spanish in Spain
Castilian. For this reason Salamea is
enormously popular with people all
over the world who want to learn
Spanish.The Plaza Mayor, one of the
finest squares in Spain and known as
the living room of the Salamantinos
(Salamancans) and is particularly

atmospheric after sundown. You can
ed in a fancy restaurant or simply
enjoy a beer and a snack. The choice of
restaurants and bars is endless.

ecur parkin IS
available immediately beﬁow our%”lotel
for anyone not wishing to leave their
bike on the streets. The cost of seven
euls can be shared by placing two or
more bikes in one parking space.

Breakfast cametaken in the hotel or if
you prefer, you can pop out to a nearby
café. No meals, including breakfasts
are included in the tour price.

Although the journey to Salamancsa i
almostall main highwaythe scenery is

fantastic. Those of you with small
petrol tanks need not worry, we will be
stopping frequently to refuel our bikes
and ourselves.

See dates and prices
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Day 2
Salamanca to Merida

After breakfast in Salamanca, we travel
170 miles on to Merida.

The capital of Extremadura and the
ancient capital of Lusitania, Merida

was one of the most famous Roman
cities of the Iberian Peninsula, and

features some of the best preserved
Roman ruins in Europe.

Extremadura was held to be the

T T = E -
traditional boundary between Moorish
and Christian Spain. Merida itself was
passed between Christian, Moorish,
and even Portuguese control. It's a
fabulous place to walk. Like Rome
(only much smaller!) archaeology pops
up in the strangest corners, and the
Moorish influence adds a grace of its
own to the town.

The best preserved ruins in Spain are
testament to Merida once beirthe
largest Roman city in IberiaMost of
the main sights are within easy
walking distance of thedautiful Plaza
de Espafa in the centre of town. As
one of the strongholds of the Roman
Empire, the town of Merida has many
tales to tell in its buildings and
architecture. Indeed, with it being so
close to the Portuguese border, its
history has found thetvn being in the
control of not only Rome, but Portugal

Since it is such a peaceful town, far
away from the usual holidaymaking
hordes who occupy the beaches of
somecoastal areas, Merida allows you
to explore its vast history at your own
leisure. Al what a history it has.
One of themajor landmarks of the
town is itsRoman amphitheatrevhich
dates back to before the birth of Christ,
and was built by the famous architect,
Agrippa. Such is the condition of it
today that there are still plays held
there every summer during the popular
Festival of Meridawhich takes place
annually in July and August attracting
many visitors. As well as classic plays
it consists mainly of music and dance
events staged not only in the

amphitheatre but in thRoman theatre
itself.

See dates and prices
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Day 3

Merida to Torre del Mar

270 miles today will see us arrive at
our home for the next 6 nights. Torre
del Mar is a delightful coastal town, as
yet undiscovered by the Northern
European masses.

access to the beautiful Andalucian

mountains and countryside.

Both on the sea front and the cka

streets, there are numerous bars and |

know of at least three Chinese

restaurants, a couple of Italiaimdian,

Thai, Mexican and of course,an

abundancef Spanish restaurants. This

is a working Spanish town and as such,
doesnodt become deserted
months of July and August.

There are countless bars and
restaurants to choose from, so there

See dates and prices

should be something suit everyone.

The Paseo Maritimo (promenade) in
Torre del Mar is one of the finest in
Spain You can walk the whole length

of the town to the fishing port of La

Caleta, stopping off on the way in one
of the manychiringuitos (beach bar)

for a refreshindeer.

Here in Torre del Mar we stay in
bungalows. A goodsized swimming — -
pool is available on the campsite, as is ;: _ %
a restaurant and mimarket. The e e B
campsite lies at the edge of the town

and is close to many bars and

restaurants.

Torre del Mar is ideally piced for
touring Andalucia and has the added
benefit of a temperate coastal climate.
It is situatedo the east of Malaga city,
which means less traffic and easy
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Day 4

Nerja Caves, La Herradura
and Lake Bermejales

What a great day this. Our first port of
call is the Nerja Caves system. Ask
anyone who has visited the caves and
they'll tell you just how impressive
they are.

These are breathtakingly beautiful
caves, some of thieest in Europe and

officially recognised as an historical

and artistic monument, Nerja Caves are
one of the most important Prehistoric
archaeological sites on the western
Mediterranean. Dating back some five

million years, they are notable for the
large dhambers filled with stalactites
and stalagmites, and the immense
length, over 4,000 metres.

After the caves, we take one of the best
biking roads you will ever find. The
new motorway between Nerja and
Almunecar has left the old coast road,
which winds itsway around the cliffs,
almost desertedWe arrive in La
Herradura for refreshments/luncand

a chance to talk
just ridden.

about

From the coast, we head inland to the
Bermejales lake and then return via the
mountain road through Zaffaya
Pass........ just brilliant, awinding
mountain road with fabdaus scenery
(picture left)

Lake Bermejales is place of natural
beauty, where the water is electric blue
due to the lake having a sand bottom
that reflects the suns rays. It is often
likenedto the Caribbean Sea. The lake
has a contrast of rocky alcoves and
miles of fine sandy beach (an inland
beach.) The lake is surrounded by
towering Mediterranean black pine
trees with a backdrop of photogenic
mountains.It also opens up to a vast
gorge whee you can watch Eagles in
their natural habitat.

From coast to mountains to lake in one
day, and what a day.

See dates and prices
t he

road
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Day 5
El Torcal and The Wolf Park

We 0 really into the tour now and
loving every minute. By now we
should be familiar with each other and
enjoying a |l augh o
not going to take our foot of the
laughing gas just yet.

Torcal Park Nature Reserve is known
for it's unusual limestone rock
formations. Within El Torcal Park's 17
square km are some of the most
beautiful and impressive limestone
landscapes in Europe. The whole area
was under sea until one hundred
million years ago

When the violent movements of the
Earth's crust forced upmwd to form
hills and mountains 1.300 metres
above sea level, the limestone still kept
its layered horizontal formation. Over
the millions of years the rain and wind
have been able to chisel away at these
layers to form incredible shapes

The Wolf Park fetures four different
wolf sub species: Canadian Timber,
European, Alaskan Tundra and native
Iberian that have been given a home.
An incredible place, circled by the El
Torcal mountain r
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probably as close as humans can safely
get to untamed waks.

Antequera is overlooked by an
enormous crag of limestone, 880
metres high, called La Pefia de los
Enamorados, or "The Lovers' Leap".
The name comes from a local legend
about an impossible love affair
between a young Christian man from
Antequera an@ beautiful Moorish girl
from nearby Archidona, who were
driven to the top of the cliff by the
Moorish soldiers, where, rather than
renounce their love, they chose to hurl
themselves into the abyss. We will stop
to take photos of the incredible head
shapedmountain.

See dates and prices
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