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heart, that if you come with us you
will seeplaces that wouldever find if
youidgaml onebd.

- Anyone who has been
1\ on one of our tours
‘ will tell you that the
emphasis is laid fairly and squarely on
having a good time. Although the tours

|l Om quite excited about
as some of you will have noticed, we
d o n 0 t dozemsfoktours; we prefer

to perfect the ones we have, rather than

are thoroughly researched before they go f or quantity. At the
are released, schedules are siictly concentrating on Spain. We know the

adhered to We 6r e on holcbudtd YandspBaR tthe fnguage, so

military manoeuvre. Ast says on the wedre sticking to what
website olf you donT@e everopopuRrmBearladd® FAUr

we wonodotd, andide he gmandih thé Softfolid, busié joined

words; | really do want people to have by two more mouth watering tours.

a great timeand the best way to make

that happen is to create a happy, The Valle del Jerte Tour is based in an

relaxed atmosphere as soon as garea which is surrounded by three

possible; in this, I Hei e ve we 0V gatioRaEpark and is also close to the

successful. Spanish Classic Motorcycle Museum.

| am often asked, OTWEAnbaluka TOW is h nightdourP | e
come on the tours? Gasdiedthe South CEast & Bpaitde

to that i® bikers. Young ones, more includes some really exciting

senior ones (careful), ladies and one or  destinations, not least, the Alhambra

two gentlemen, but whatever their age  palace in Granada and the Wolf Park

or background, theyngaf AnteqetalThisRotrvisnthe Hited® M

the same seam. They all, like me, love r ep| acement to the 6Gr a

to be on the open road with the sun on
their back. We have folk who have

has six nights in one locatioriWe
decided after last year that having a

reently passed their test, through to
mor e experienced
race; these are bike tours, not time
trials. We generally ride to the speed
limit, not beyond.

The tours begin in Santander, but that
doesnodt mean you
Spain on the fey. Many bikers ride
down through France and join us at a
convenient point, whilst others are
taking their first bike journey on
foreign soil, and prefer to meet us at
the ferry terminal. Some of you will be

ri der s.

base was the best way to go.

We donot
Whilst the Heartland Tour remains
hotel based, on the Valle del Jerte Tour
and Andalgia Tour, we stay in
bungalows on campsites that enjoy a
wide range of facilities such as

h @wimeéningtpddl (irf seag@on)e rkstautabts

and bars, although both tours have an
element of hotel accommodation, as

you will see as you read on.

Anyway, enough from meenjoy the
brochure anchopef ul de¢y yowe 6| |
soon.

asking 0 Why not j ust go it alone?6
T h e r e dutely mothisgowrong with Alan

making your own arrangements, but

some people donobt have the time to

research the routehotels, places of
interest etc. etc. | can say, hand on
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This is a ten night tour. On route to
Andalucia, we stay over in the
atmospheric city of Salamanca and
then the ancient Roman city of Merida,
before reaching the southern sbaf
Spain on the third day. Once we reach
Torre del Mar, we stay in bungalows.
A swimming pool is available on the
campsite, as is a restaurant and mini
market. The campsite liedose to the
beachat the very edge of the town and
there are many bars anestaurants
nearby.

This tour will take in thewondrous
Alhambra Palace in Granada, Nerja
Caves, El Chorro Lakes, The surreal
landscape of El Torcal, The Wolf Park
and White Villages of Andalucia. The
roads in this area are superb for biking.
Over the wekend period, you will
notice the increase in bike traffic as the
Spanish come out to play.

The first and second nights are spent in
hotels in Salamanca and Merida
respectively, and the penultimate and
ultimate nlghts are spent in hotels in
the province
of Ciudad
Real and the
city of

Valladolid

- respectively.

As ment|oned earlier, for the othexsi
nights, we stay in bungalows in Torre
del Mar.

The site in Torre del Mar is very close
to numerous restaurants, bars and
shops.
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This tour is the natural successor to the
Grand Tour, but rather than stay at a
different hotel every night, we feel it

is much more comfortable to leave
your luggage behind and return to
familiar surroundings after a great day

K

Advantages of using a base for a tour;
e You donot have
luggage every day.

e |If you need a rest, you can have
a day off to sit byhe pool.

e Familiarity with the Dbest
restaurants, bars etc.

Click hereto see prices for this tour

The summer months in Andalucia are
incredibly hot, hence we have
scheculed our tours to avoid thettest
months. E&rly booking is
recommended to avoid
disappointment.

Prices are for two people sharing.

Please note; admissiofees are not
included in the tour price.

o)


http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm

Day 1
Santander to Salamanca

We meet near the ferry terminal in
Santander. Of course you don't have to
travel from Plymouth, you may like to
make your own way through France
before joining us. Those of you who
wish to relax on the Pont Aven can see
booking information at
http://www.brittanyferries.co.uk/

From Santander we ake

t he
Pl at ao (The Si |
beautiful city of Salamanca(225

miles), arriving in time to enjoy a meal
in one of the many restaunts around
the world famous Plaza Mayor. Our
hotel is just ten minutes walk (even if
you walk slowly) to the historic centre
of Salamanca.

Salamanca is considered one of the
most spectaculaRenaissanceities in
Europe. Through the centuries the
sandstonebuildings have gained an
exquisite golden glow that has given
Salamanca the nicknamiea Ciudad
Dorada the golden city. This golden
glow is unique in Spain and is due to
the "Villamayor Stone", a type of
sandstone coming from a quarry
situated in Villamagr, a village close

by.

VerUI’ld OH 0

The city is large enough (180.000
inhabitants) to be able to offer the
advantages of a real city, but at the
same time it keeps the intimacy of a
village. In Salamanca, the inhabitants
speak the "purest" Spanish in Spain
Castilian. For this reason Salamea is
enormously popular with people all
over the world who want to learn
Spanish.The Plaza Mayor, one of the
finest squares in Spain and known as
the living room of the Salamantinos
(Salamancans) and is particularly

atmospheric after sundown. You can
ed in a fancy restaurant or simply
enjoy a beer and a snack. The choice of
restaurants and bars is endless.

ecur parkin IS
available immediately beﬁow our%”lotel
for anyone not wishing to leave their
bike on the streets. The cost of seven
euls can be shared by placing two or
more bikes in one parking space.

Breakfast cametaken in the hotel or if
you prefer, you can pop out to a nearby
café. No meals, including breakfasts
are included in the tour price.

Although the journey to Salamancsa i
almostall main highwaythe scenery is

fantastic. Those of you with small
petrol tanks need not worry, we will be
stopping frequently to refuel our bikes
and ourselves.

See dates and prices
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Day 2
Salamanca to Merida

After breakfast in Salamanca, we travel
170 miles on to Merida.

The capital of Extremadura and the
ancient capital of Lusitania, Merida

was one of the most famous Roman
cities of the Iberian Peninsula, and

features some of the best preserved
Roman ruins in Europe.

Extremadura was held to be the

T T = E -
traditional boundary between Moorish
and Christian Spain. Merida itself was
passed between Christian, Moorish,
and even Portuguese control. It's a
fabulous place to walk. Like Rome
(only much smaller!) archaeology pops
up in the strangest corners, and the
Moorish influence adds a grace of its
own to the town.

The best preserved ruins in Spain are
testament to Merida once beirthe
largest Roman city in IberiaMost of
the main sights are within easy
walking distance of thedautiful Plaza
de Espafa in the centre of town. As
one of the strongholds of the Roman
Empire, the town of Merida has many
tales to tell in its buildings and
architecture. Indeed, with it being so
close to the Portuguese border, its
history has found thetvn being in the
control of not only Rome, but Portugal

Since it is such a peaceful town, far
away from the usual holidaymaking
hordes who occupy the beaches of
somecoastal areas, Merida allows you
to explore its vast history at your own
leisure. Al what a history it has.
One of themajor landmarks of the
town is itsRoman amphitheatrevhich
dates back to before the birth of Christ,
and was built by the famous architect,
Agrippa. Such is the condition of it
today that there are still plays held
there every summer during the popular
Festival of Meridawhich takes place
annually in July and August attracting
many visitors. As well as classic plays
it consists mainly of music and dance
events staged not only in the

amphitheatre but in thRoman theatre
itself.

See dates and prices
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Day 3

Merida to Torre del Mar

270 miles today will see us arrive at
our home for the next 6 nights. Torre
del Mar is a delightful coastal town, as
yet undiscovered by the Northern
European masses.

access to the beautiful Andalucian

mountains and countryside.

Both on the sea front and the cka

streets, there are numerous bars and |

know of at least three Chinese

restaurants, a couple of Italiaimdian,

Thai, Mexican and of course,an

abundancef Spanish restaurants. This

is a working Spanish town and as such,
doesnodt become deserted
months of July and August.

There are countless bars and
restaurants to choose from, so there

See dates and prices

should be something suit everyone.

The Paseo Maritimo (promenade) in
Torre del Mar is one of the finest in
Spain You can walk the whole length

of the town to the fishing port of La

Caleta, stopping off on the way in one
of the manychiringuitos (beach bar)

for a refreshindeer.

Here in Torre del Mar we stay in
bungalows. A goodsized swimming — -
pool is available on the campsite, as is ;: _ %
a restaurant and mimarket. The e e B
campsite lies at the edge of the town

and is close to many bars and

restaurants.

Torre del Mar is ideally piced for
touring Andalucia and has the added
benefit of a temperate coastal climate.
It is situatedo the east of Malaga city,
which means less traffic and easy
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Day 4

Nerja Caves, La Herradura
and Lake Bermejales

What a great day this. Our first port of
call is the Nerja Caves system. Ask
anyone who has visited the caves and
they'll tell you just how impressive
they are.

These are breathtakingly beautiful
caves, some of thieest in Europe and

officially recognised as an historical

and artistic monument, Nerja Caves are
one of the most important Prehistoric
archaeological sites on the western
Mediterranean. Dating back some five

million years, they are notable for the
large dhambers filled with stalactites
and stalagmites, and the immense
length, over 4,000 metres.

After the caves, we take one of the best
biking roads you will ever find. The
new motorway between Nerja and
Almunecar has left the old coast road,
which winds itsway around the cliffs,
almost desertedWe arrive in La
Herradura for refreshments/luncand

a chance to talk
just ridden.

about

From the coast, we head inland to the
Bermejales lake and then return via the
mountain road through Zaffaya
Pass........ just brilliant, awinding
mountain road with fabdaus scenery
(picture left)

Lake Bermejales is place of natural
beauty, where the water is electric blue
due to the lake having a sand bottom
that reflects the suns rays. It is often
likenedto the Caribbean Sea. The lake
has a contrast of rocky alcoves and
miles of fine sandy beach (an inland
beach.) The lake is surrounded by
towering Mediterranean black pine
trees with a backdrop of photogenic
mountains.It also opens up to a vast
gorge whee you can watch Eagles in
their natural habitat.

From coast to mountains to lake in one
day, and what a day.

See dates and prices
t he

road
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Day 5
El Torcal and The Wolf Park

We 0 really into the tour now and
loving every minute. By now we
should be familiar with each other and
enjoying a | augh
not going to take our foot of the
laughing gas just yet.

Torcal Park Nature Reserve is known
for it's unusual limestone rock

formations. Within El Torcal Park's 17
square km are some of the most
beautiful and impressive limestone

landscapes in Europe. The whole area
was under sea until
million years ago

one hundred

When the violent movements of the
Earth's crust forced upmwd to form
hills and mountains 1.300 metres
above sea level, the limestone still kept
its layered horizontal formation. Over
the millions of years the rain and wind
have been able to chisel away at these
layers to form incredible shapes

The Wolf Park fetures four different
wolf sub species: Canadian Timber,
European, Alaskan Tundra and native
Iberian that have been given a home.
An incredible place, circled by the El
Torcal mountain

9

range

probably as close as humans can safely
get to untamed waks.

Antequera is overlooked by an
enormous crag of limestone, 880
metres high, called La Pefia de los
Enamorados, or "The Lovers' Leap".
The name comes from a local legend
about an impossible love affair
between a young Christian man from
Antequera an@ beautiful Moorish girl
from nearby Archidona, who were
driven to the top of the cliff by the
Moorish soldiers, where, rather than
renounce their love, they chose to hurl
themselves into the abyss. We will stop
to take photos of the incredible head
shapedmountain.

See dates and prices

o
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Day 6

El Chorro and the Spanish
Lake District

Another memorable day. Imagine three
stunningly beautiful, turquoise
coloured lakes bordede by pine
forests. Now imagine riding your bike
through this scene....... Mmmmm

Around the lakes lie many typical
Spanish villages, so theyll be no

danger of running dry while we're out
and about. Some of the restaurants and
cafes in this area enjoy speutiéar
views.

The area generally boasts stunning
views and is surrounded by vast pine
forests and soaring limestone cliffs. In
1989 it was proclaimed a natural
reserve by the Junta de Andalucia.

El Caminito del Rey (English: The
Kingbs pat hwayynviai s
ferrata, now fallen into disrepair,
pinned along the steep walls of a
narrow gorge in El Chorro. The name
is often shortened to EI Camino del
Rey.

It was built in 1901 to allow local
workers the ability to cross between
two nearby waterfalls,Chorro Falls
and Gaitanejo FallsIt served as a

10

shortcut so the workers would not have
to climb down the mountain on one
side and climb back up on the other
Now a century later, the walkwaas
fallen into a state o$eriousdisrepair
Many parts of he walkway have
completely collapsed, leaving nothing
but a metal beam and a wire between
you and 700 feet of nothinglf you
fancy walking the narrow path, you're
going by yourself, and whatever you
do, don't look down!See the video
her eé. i f,thgnemail ndeaande

The danger doesn't seem to stop people
from climbing it. This walkway serves

as a timesaving approach to
Makinodromo, the name of gamous
climbing sector of ElI Chorro.Since
thg walkway ig jyst as much a shortcut
today as it was one hundred years ago,
people risk their lives on a daily basis
despite its illegal status.

Also in this area is the railway bridge
that provided thesetting forone of the
final scenes ivon Ryan's Express'.

See dates and prices



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmDhRvvs5Xw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmDhRvvs5Xw
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Spanish village life, today will suit you
downtothegoundéé. . and up to
sky.

Day 7
The Village in the Sky

Today we take a chill pill and cruise
around some of the white villages in
the local area, including Comares, the
village in the sky. There will be plenty
of time for coffee and listening to some
of the jokes I've been saving up for

you.

Let 6s not forget t he r
these villages; sometimes, the only

l' iving thing youol|l see
but we will return via lake Vinuela on

the 356 widely regarded as one of the

very best biking roads in the country

Lake Vinuela is another stunning area,
dominated by Mount Maroma, the
highest peak in Malaga Province.

See dates and prices

As we make oumway up the winding
road we will see the villagditerally
hanging on to the mountainside.

Comares is famous for its local Malaga
sweet wine andalmonds which can
often be purchasddom the villagers.

A walking route has been marked out
in the shape fofootprints impressed
into the narrow streets. You will also
be able to visit one of the highest grave
yards youdll ever
course, the dead centre of Comares.

After we leave Comares, we will

embark on a tour ofsome typical

Andalucian White Villages. These

arenét the touristy villages geared up to
sell souvenirs and postcards, these are

real places with real people. If you

t hink youodd enj oy a brief taste of
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Day 8

The Alhambra Palace,
Granada

TheAlhambra, The Red One, was once
the residence of the Muslim rulers of
Granada and their court. It is now one
of Spain's major tourist attractions
exhibiting the country's most famous
Islamic architecture, together with
Christian 16th century and later
buildings. Its gardens are world
famous.

On July 7 2007, the New Seven
Wonders of the World were

announced. One of the nominees was

the Alhambra. Unfortunately, it didn't
make the final seven, but it came pretty
close.

Entrance ticket¢o the Alhambraare
not included in the tour price, but can
be obtained by us in advance.

Quite close to the Alambra lies the
Albaicin. This is the old part of
Granada and is undistinguishable from
parts of Morocco.

12

Gr a n a dtleedral ialSowell worth
visiting, this too is lose to the
Alhambra.

We will return to base once again via
Zaffaraya mountain pass.

Granada city is great alternativéor
those who prefer it. Fortunately, the
city and he Alhambra are very close
together.

See dates and prices
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eleven remain. Four of thes&ancho
Ruciq Bolero and Espartero -
completely conserve their machinery,

Day 9 ora large part of it.

Torre del Mar to the Province
of Ciudad Real

230 miles today to the province of
Ciudad Real, as we begin our journey

north through Spainstopping along As we continue to move northwards,
the way for refreshments/lunch and You Wwill notice how the landscape
fuel. changes from the rugged mountains of

Granada Province to the plains of
Spanish folklore.

In Granada, you could forget that you
were on a main highway as the
mountans provide a constant backdrop
to our journey.

Made popular by the adventures of
Don Quixote, windmills are one of the
most popular and internationally
recognised symbols in the landscape of
La Mancha and of Spain.

Before they fell into decline, around
the middle of the 19th centuryue the
arrival of American, Australian and
Russian grain on the European cereals
market -, the whole peninsula was
covered with mills. The low flow of
Spanish rivers, by comparison twit
rivers in the rest of Europe, meant that
the most common model was powered
by wind.

See dates and prices

Next to Cerro Calderico, i€onsuegra
stands an impressive group of La
Manchastyle windmills. Although, in
their day, there were thirteen windmills
on top of the hill, nowadays only

13
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Day 10

The Province of Ciudad Real
to Valladolid

240 miles through the middle of Spain,
passing by Madrid and arriving in
Valladolid with plenty of time to look
around.

Valladolid was captured from the
Moors in the tenth century. It was then
a small village which was later
improved by Count Pedro Ansz. In
1469, Queen Isabella of Castile and
King Ferdinand of Aragon were
married in the city and by the fifteenth
century it was the residence of the
kings of Castile and remained the
capital of the Kingdom of Spain until
1561, when Philip I moved the pital

to Madrid. Christopher Columbus died
in Valladolid in 1506 in a house which
is now a Museum dedicated to him. It
was made the capital of the kingdom
again between 1601 and 1606 by
Philip 1ll. It was in that period when
Cervantes published his firstlidgon of
Don Quixote in 1604.

As you'd expect of a city with a
400,000strong population,there are
plenty of tapas bars anéstaurants to
choose from.

14

|l tds our | ast
up as | write this), and a time to
exchange email addsses and reflect
on what has been the trip of a lifetime.

We 61| | cel ebrate

in the exciting city of Valladolid

Day 11

Valladolid to Santander

Just 153 miles today, back to
Santander.

Those of you who are going home with
Brittany Ferries will be escortetd the
gates of the Ferry TerminaHopefully
we o6l | see y ou al |
Voyage.

See dates and prices
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The H eartland Tour Another great day out is the crossing of

the Puerto Piqueras

See the Puerto Piqueras video here

This is a seven night, one base tour.
We stayat an hotel where Castilla y
Leon meets Aragon and La Rioja.
From here we can explore our scenic
surroundings. The area is renowned for
its pure, clean air derived from its
forests and lack oihdustry. Castilla y
Leon is the biggest region in Spain and
also one of the most picturesque,
whilst La Rioja is world famous for its
wines.

Soria is one of the undiscovered jewels

of Spain. Pine trees and mountains

abound and the roads are pretty much add to this, the Black Lagoon, the
deserted most of the time. impressive Fortress of Gormaz and the
Roman ruins at Tiemes, and we have
ourselves a great tour.

- "«‘-'-
B 4 As | mentioned at the outset, the routes
4 aren 6t set i n stone

room for a little flexibility, to suit our
particular group.

The first and last days have an element
of autoviariding, in order to reach our
destination at a reasable time, but
the rest of thetour is pretty much
devoted to mountain passes and sleepy
villages.

One of the highlights of this tour is the
trip to El Monasterio de Piedra. The
monastery itself is worthy of a visit,

but the waterfalls and cascades within
the grounds are out
like to point out here, that there i$aar
amount of walking involved during

this visit, but itode® Saft'E”dJBUH’VﬁS Uyemelye ¢ ¢ o p ¢

popular in 2009, and with a limited
number of tour s

See theMonasterio de Piedraideo .
advisable to reserve your place early.

here
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http://video.yahoo.com/watch/5345737/14088601
http://video.yahoo.com/watch/5345737/14088601
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vw_f8rA3Xw4&feature=channel

The Heartland Tor

Day 1
Santander to Soria

We meet at the ferry terminal in
SantanderAs always,you don't have
to travel from Plymouth, you may like
to make your own way through France
before joining us. Those of you who
wish to relax on the Pont Aven can see
booking information at
http:/Mvww.brittany-ferries.co.uk/

As we | eave t he mot or w
notice the | andscape c |
begin to smell the pe trees and the
mountain air thatos goir
the seven nights.

We make the220 mile journey to our
hotel, stopping along the way to take
refreshment and get to know each
other. This journey alone is a fantastic
day out.

Although a large part of the journey is

on the autovia, the scenerys

wonderful as we cross the mountains _

of Northern Spain. Visitors from See dates and prices
Britain will notice the absence of

traffic once we leave the bustle of

Santander.
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The Heartland Tour

Day 2

Green Pines, Red Earth and a
Black Lagoon

The whole of the Parque Natural is
impressive, with fantastically shaped
rocks.

First stop is the impressive 'Black
Lagoord At 1780 metres above sea
level, this lake of glacial origins will
live longin your memory.

Then we move on to the mediaéva
village of Calatanazor where a decisive
battle took place in 1002, between the
invading Muslims and the forces of the
Christian armies of Castile led by
Count Sanco Garcia ,and Leon led by
Alfonso V. This small village is
considered to be the most mediakeof
this mediaeval province.

And to Wolf River Canyon, with its
hidden ‘ermita'(chapel) tucked away
deep inthe canyon. We then ride to the
top of the canyon to eoy the stunning
panoramic views and look down on the
soaring eagles.
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During the day,we will take regular
refreshment breaks

Almost all the roads in this area are
great biking roads and used by
weekend bikers from Madrid and
Barcelona.

At the end of a great day, we return to
our base for a wekarned beer.




The Heartland Tour

Day 3
El Monasterio de Piedra

It took 23 years to build the Monastery
(11957 1218) a remarkably short time

if one considers its size, though the
builders did not need to quarry or dress
the stone as it was all taken directly
from the old Moorish wall and ste.
Alfonso 1l called on people from
Catalonia, Navarra and Valencia, areas

el
el

which had already be converted to
Christianity, to come and build the
monastery and create a new
community together with the monks.

The best part of the visit is the green,
exoic park where cascading water
helps usunwind if we haven't already
done so. The waters of the River Piedra
have shaped the landscape into lakes,
grottos and waterfalls. Here we will
see such magnificent sights as the
‘Mirror Lake' and the 50 metre high
'Horse's Tail' waterfall. See the video
here

Also in the grounds is a
cafe/restaurant, so we'll be well fed
ready for our journey back.

18

Today we'll cover aroun@i50 milesof
fantasticbiking roads during the round
trip. Don 6t weeturn ome waa
different route so the scenery will be
continue to be full of surprises

remarkable
landscape and

notice a
the

You will
difference in

climate, as we leave the mountains and
ride thelberian Plains.

There can be a lot of walking involved
t oday, wdlwadrth the effat to
see the cascading waters of the
Monasterio de Piedra.

See dates and prices



http://video.yahoo.com/watch/5345737/14088601
http://video.yahoo.com/watch/5345737/14088601
http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm

The Heartland Tour

Day 4

Sierra de Cebollera and the
Puerto Piqueras

A two and a half kilometre tunnel has
taken the traffic away from the Puerto S R oy & ‘
Piqueras and turned it into heaven for  See a video of the Puerto Piqueras here
bikers. The road, which rises to over

1700 metres, is wide, twisting and  QOne of the best things about riding
deserted. Thesurface is beautifully  through the mountains, apart from the
smooth and the views are absolutely \yonderful scenery, is stopping in
stunning. The rest of the Sierra  small, typically Spanish villages for
Cebollera isn't bad either. The villages coffee etc. Every village seems to have
here are unspoilt, friendly places. ijts own character and identity, and the

Often, a local will approach and |ocals are usually really friendly.
enquire about your bike, or ask you

where you are fromit's fun to use sign
language to communicate, but if you're
really struggling, your Spanish
speaking guide will assist you.

See dateand prices

I f you have any questi ol

In the Sierra de Cebollera, the scenery hesitate to contact meia email at
changes quickly. It is remarkable for ~ @lan@motorbikgours.co.uk If you
its rocky outcrops and resemblance to Prefer to discuss matters directly

cowboy coumtry, but the one constant  Please callme on 0121 288 4922.
is the lack of traffic. Leaveamessagend | 611 call yol

19


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vw_f8rA3Xw4&feature=channel
http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm
mailto:alan@motorbike-tours.co.uk

The Heartland Tour

Day 5
Picos de Urbion

Today we take the high road again, and
what a spectacular place this is! If you
like winding, mountain roads, this is
the place for you. | never tire of
crossing these peaks; it's always an
exhilarating experience. | don't know if

) puerto de .
Montenegro 1582 m

.

it's the pure, clean aigr the smell of
the pine treexontinues to excite me
Semi wild horses roam the peaks and
it's not unusual to round a bend and
meet a cow sitting in the middle of the
road. Eagles are commonplace in these
parts, and quite often circle close
above our hais.

This area is without doubt, one of the
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most beautiful in Spain, if not Europe.

The scenery is nothing short of
humbling. | can't wait to get back
there.

We call at numerous villages including
Upper Vinegar, Lower Vinegar and
Vi negar
Cameros is a really picturesque
mountain village; we stop here for a
chance to take photos.

As we leave the Vinegars, we ride
along side a huge lake that seems to go
on forever, until we eventually reach
Quintanar de la Sierra.

If time allows, we will call at the
Necropolis deCuyacabrasand enjoy
the mirador which looks out above the
tree canopy.

See dates and prices
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http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm
http://www.panoramio.com/photos/original/6918939.jpg

The Heartland Tour

Day 6

Numancia, Burgo de Osma,
Tiermes and Gormaz

Today we begin the day with the short
ride to the ruins of the Roman city of
Numancia, Then we head to the
enchanting city of Burgo de Osma.

More Roman ruins follow, before we
go to the fortress of Gormaz, which
enjoys spectacular views over the
River Duero and the distant landscape.

The patchwork of fields on the plain
below is a memory that will surely
stick with you.

One of the features of today is the
fabul ous, sweeping
us to enjoy themJust imagine riding
your bike and seeing the road rolled
out before you, twisting into the
horizon.
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Burgo de Osma is the place we s&ip
for refreshments. This ancient, walled
town issteeped in history and
wonderful to stroll through,

The ruins of Tiermes are little known
outside Soria and
that we are alone asve view the
Roman swimming pool and remains of
the theatre.

See dates and prices
roadseé. and only



http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm

The Heartland dur
Day 7

Riding in the Sierras

Today is a leisurely day exploring local
villages and enjoying plenty of
refreshmerdg and photo opportunities
Again we head high andihhale the
clear mountain air in the villages of
Santa Cruz de Yanguas, Villar del Rio
and San Pedro Manrique amongst
others.

relaxation and

This
reflection on a great week.

is a day of

See dates and prices
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weobr e l ucky, we o6l |
amazing wildlife during our ridéeoday.

| was really lucky to snap this photo

(above) near the village of Villar del

Rio.
Spai nos

Ichnite (fossil footprints) sites in Spain
are amongst the world's most important
for the quantity, quality and variety of
the tracks to be foundrhey represent
almost all the different types and sizes
of animals- footprints that have served
to reveal, for the first time, certain
species and trails that are rarely seen in
other places.

ltds getting near t he
now, and hopefully sone of you will
be close to tears,

can come back next year.

but

Let 0s back t o

drink.

get you

Jur ass

t


http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Villar_del_Rio_crop.JPG

The Heartland Tour
Day8
Back to Santander

Sadly it's time to bid farewell, but not

before we have enjoyed the journey
back to Santander. This time, as we
pass through the Sierra de Cebollera,
we take the two and a half kilometre
tunnelthat passed over when we rode
the Puerto Piqueras.

Hopefully, it'll not be long before we
see you again.

Alan

routes are subject to chane

See dates and prices
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http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm

Valle del Jerte Tour

This is a seven night tour. On route to
the Valle de Jerte, we stay over in the
atmospheric city of Salamanca. Once
we reach the village of Jerte, we stay in
bungalows. A swimming pool is
available on the campsite, as is a
restaurant and mimnarket. The
campsite lies at the entrance to the
magnificent Garganta de los Infiernos.
(Hell's Gorge)

The Valle del Jerte sits beden three
national parks, Monfrague, Sierra de
Gredos and Sierra de Francia. It is also
perfectly located to visit the Classic
Motorcycle Museum, the biggest and
best motorcycle museum in Spain.
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The Sierra de Gredos has long been
favourite with bikerdrom the whole of
Europe and beyond, but the lesser
known Sierra de Francia and the
Monfrague Parque Nacional are just as
impressive, if not more so and lie
within easyreachof our chosen base.

We have to thanluan Gil Morendor
giving life to the Clasic Motorcycle
Museum of Spain. | wonder ihe
imagined at the outset, that his dream
would develop into what it is today.

Please note that entrance fees are not
included in the cost of the tour.

See dates and prices



http://www.motorbike-tours.co.uk/prices.htm

Valle del Jerte Tour
Day 1
Santander to Salamanca

We meet near the ferry terminal in
SantanderAs | 6ve ment.i
you don't have to travel from
Plymouth, you may like to make your
own way through France before
joining us. Those of you who wish to
relax on the Pont Aven can see
booking information at

http:/Mvww.brittany-ferries.co.uk/

From Santander, we make the 225 mile
journey to the beautiful city of
Salamanca, arriving in time to enjoy a
meal in one of the many restaurants
around the world famous Plaza Mayor.
Our hotel is just ten minutes walk
(even if you walk slowly) to the
historic centre of Salamanca.

$Salamanca is considered one of the
most spectaculaRenaissanceities in

Europe. Through the centuries the
sandstone buildings have gained an
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exquisite golden glow that has given
Salamanca the nicknamiea Ciudad
Dorada the golden city. This golden
glow is unique in Spain and is due to
the "Villamayor Stone", a typeof
sandstone coming from a quarry

situated in Villamayor, a village close
by.

Underground secure parking is
available immediately below our hotel
for anyone not wishing to leave their
bike on the streets. The cost of seven
euros can be shared by placimgp or
more bikes in one parking space.

See dates and prices
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